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Communication 101 
Getting past the Filters 
Why is it that you can discuss just about anything, including some religions, but if you talk about 
the one true God, folks seem to get upset? 
I remember attending an advanced leadership school that required the students to present an 
information briefing covering a non-military topic. At the time I was reading a book about the 
Biblical flood (remember Noah?) that was prefaced with traditional tales from a wide variety of 
cultures relating different flood accounts with certain similarities. I tried to be objective as 
possible, mentioning God or 'a god' as a central figure in the stories and the Bible as a 'source 
document'. Well, three students walked out during the briefing, the heated discussion about 
bringing 'God' into the classroom lasted forty five minutes, and the NCO who was next for the 
podium asked to be excused because his topic was Greek Mythology! 
I have encountered the same phenomenon at other times and in different circumstances. Well, I 
have an opinion about why this happens. 

Key Verse: 
"...what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 
For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine 
nature - have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are 
without excuse." Romans 1: 19,20 (NIV) 
You see, we can try to deny the existence of God all we want, but we already know that he 
exists! God has planted that knowledge in each and every one of us! Therefore, if I am trying to 
live my life apart from God, I am rebelling against my creator. And guess what? If I am living in 
rebellion against what I know deep in my soul, I don't want to hear the truth! It makes absolutely 
no difference if I want to forget God altogether or just keep him at a distance once in awhile 
while I roll around in the mud. The result is the same - extreme discomfort when his Spirit starts 
nudging me. 

So What! 
For one thing, if I am uncomfortable with God at any level, I need to conduct some serious self-
examination. 
"Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a steadfast spirit within me." Psalm 51:10 (NKJV) 
For another, if I talk about the things of God with a sincere heart (not judgmentally) and others 
become uncomfortable or angry, I shouldn't take it personally. It could be that the Holy Spirit is 
at work trying to lead them home! 


